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Six-pack rings may have a short lifespan, but Relevé Design gives them a second life as lighting. 

New York City, New York -- August 8, 2011 -- Bao-Khang Luu, the designer behind Relevé Design, believes in the continued usefulness of everyday discards. In late March 2010, Luu created the first prototypes for his upcycled lighting. Upcycling, a term coined by William McDonaugh and Michael Braungart, is the process of taking a material and creating something of equal or greater value. 

According to the EPA (United States Environmental Protection Agency), “Plastics are a rapidly growing segment of the MSW stream. The largest category of plastics are found in containers and packaging…” For each collection, Luu focuses on one material and upcycles it into one type of object. Collections are made in limited edition. Future collections will focus on other plastics including shopping bags and bottle caps.

Luu’s inaugural collection utilizes six-pack rings as the main material, upcycling them into a series of pendant lights. The collection draws inspiration from natural forms found in plants. Individual lights are named according to the number of six-pack rings used and the plant it was inspired by. Using a technique developed over a year and a half, the six-pack rings are hand-woven into strands and onto metal lamp rings. This eliminates the use of new materials or adhesives to connect the six-pack rings together. Included LED’s provide long lasting light with minimal heat. At the end of its lifecycle, each light can be deconstructed easily for upcycling or recycling. There are currently six designs in the collection.

About Relevé Design:
Relevé Design transforms commonly discarded materials into new useful lighting, home accessories, and furniture. By injecting a hefty dose of design into upcycling, Relevé Design makes beautiful and desirable objects that happen to be eco-friendly too.

Bao-Khang Luu, the designer behind Relevé Design, is a lifelong upcycler. He started by watching his father repurpose materials around the house to make repairs and create new useful things. He holds a BFA in Design from the University of Texas at Austin and an MFA in Design and Technology from the Parsons School of Design. 

Contact:
Bao-Khang Luu
Relevé Design
info@relevedesign.com
+1 646 484 8007
http://www.relevedesign.com
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